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Validity in Research

Activity 3
Triangulation
If we only collect data in ONE WAY the validity of the results may be questioned because of a method effect, or because answers to certain questions may be subject to random or systematic error. 

Example of random error: tiredness, distraction.
Example of systematic error: bias, context. 
If it is possible to assess THE SAME aspect of the construct more than once, perhaps using MORE THAN ONE METHOD, any agreement between the results across methods constitutes stronger evidence for the meaningfulness of our interpretations.

For example:





Always 
      Sometimes 
    Never
When I park my car in 

Leicester I’m worried it

won’t be there when I 

get back




Do you always lock your car door



when you leave it on the street?
  Yes     No


These two items would be separated in the questionnaire, but you would hypothesize that that respondents who answer ‘always’ to the first item would answer ‘yes’ to the second. 

TASK
If I wish to discover if a group of students enjoys a particular class at University, how could I discover this? Write THREE DIFFERENT QUESTIONS / ITEMS for a survey. The principle is that the response to any of one of these questions should co-vary with the other two.

